
Origins & Deeper Dive into the Samaritans 
John 4: 4 – 18 – The Samaritan Woman.  
He had to pass through Samaria. So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of 
land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there. Jesus, tired from his journey, 
sat down there at the well. It was about noon. A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus 
said to her, “Give me a drink.” His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The Samaritan 
woman said to him, “How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?” (For Jews 
use nothing in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift 
of God and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him and he would 
have given you living water.” [The woman] said to him, “Sir, you do not even have a bucket and 
the well is deep; where then can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, 
who gave us this well and drank from it himself with his children and his flocks?” Jesus 
answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; but whoever 
drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall give will become in him a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I 
may not be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” Jesus said to her, “Go call your 
husband and come back.” The woman answered and said to him, “I do not have a husband.” 
Jesus answered her, “You are right in saying, ‘I do not have a husband.’ For you have had five 
husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true.”  
 

  

This section of the Bible is a double entendre, double meaning….  To dig deeper 
into this, we must go back 722 years BEFORE Jesus… when the tension/rivalry 
between the Jews & Samaritans started… 

The Samaritans were of mixed ethnicity and religion; They were not Jews, but they practiced 
elements of Judaism and worshiped Yahweh along with other gods.  The Jews resented the 
Samaritans as hated half-bloods. Both Jews and Samaritans were hostile toward the cultural and 
religious practices and places of worship of others (Luke 9:53).  When we come to John 4, at a 
well in Samaria at noon, there is much more history and information at play, unknown to most.  
Cultural, religious, ethnic, and gender lines make deep lines.  But Jesus is not afraid to cross 
lines.  And these crossed lines would forever change the woman of Samaria and many others in 
that region, and for us… So, how did we get there? 



 A QUICK RECAP OF THE END OF SOLOMON’S REIGN, HIS SON 
REHOBOAM , AND HOW THE 10 NORTHERN TRIBES OF ISRAEL 
SEPARATED FROM JUDAH AND BENJAMIN. 

The End of Solomon’s Reign. 1 Kings 11:1-13 
King Solomon loved many foreign women—Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, 
Hittites—from nations of which the LORD had said to the Israelites: You shall not join with 
them and they shall not join with you, lest they turn your hearts to their gods. But Solomon … 
had as wives seven hundred princesses and three hundred concubines, and they turned his heart.  

 
… Solomon followed Astarte, the goddess of the Sidonians, and Milcom, the abomination of the 
Ammonites. Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and he did not follow the 
LORD as David his father had done. Solomon then built a high place to Chemosh, the 
abomination of Moab, and to Molech, the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain 
opposite Jerusalem. … The LORD became angry with Solomon, because his heart turned away 
from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice and commanded him not to 
do this very thing, not to follow other gods. But he did not observe what the LORD commanded. 
So, the LORD said to Solomon: Since this is what you want, and you have not kept my 
covenant and the statutes which I enjoined on you, I will surely tear the kingdom away 
from you and give it to your servant. But I will not do this during your lifetime, for the sake 
of David your father; I will tear it away from your son’s hand. Nor will I tear away the whole 
kingdom. I will give your son one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of 
Jerusalem, which I have chosen.  
 

Solomon’s son, Rehoboam.  

 The fruition of God’s warning… unrest amongst the 12 tribes of Israel.  The 
10 northern tribes influenced by Jeroboam, come to ask King Rehoboam for 
unity and peace amongst all Israel. 

1 Kings 12: 6-33 – King Rehoboam asked advice of the elders who had been in his father 
Solomon’s service while he was alive, and asked, “How do you advise me to answer this 
people?” They replied, “If today you become the servant of this people and serve them, and give 
them a favorable answer, they will be your servants forever.” But he ignored the advice the 
elders had given him, and asked advice of the young men who had grown up with him and were 
in his service. … 



The young men who had grown up with him replied, “This is what you must say to this people 
who have told you, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy; you lighten it for us.’ You must say, ‘My 
little finger is thicker than my father’s loins. My father put a heavy yoke on you, but I will make 
it heavier. My father beat you with whips, but I will beat you with scorpions.’” … (Rehoboam 
abandoned his people) …as foretold. 

When all Israel heard what had happened, they appointed Jeroboam as king over 
all Israel. The house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin remained together. 
 

 
 

 More actions leading up to Israel being exiled. 
 
Jeroboam’s Cultic Innovations.  
Jeroboam thought to himself: “Now the kingdom will return to the house of David. If the 
people go …. To the house of the LORD in Jerusalem, the hearts of this people will return 
to their master, Rehoboam, … and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam, king of 
Judah.” The king … made two calves of gold and said to the people: “You have been going 
up to Jerusalem long enough. Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up from the 
land of Egypt.” And he put one in Bethel, the other in Dan. This led to sin, because the 
people frequented these calves in Bethel and in Dan. He also built temples on the high 
places and made priests from among the common people who were not Levites. 



 So, it happens, as foretold…the 10 northern tribes are exiled… 

 

 
722 B.C. 



2 Kings 17 – The Fall of the northern kingdom of Israel, when the 10 tribes are 
exiled by the Assyrians, and the foundation of the tension and rivalry between the 
Jews and the Samaritans.  The king of Assyria exiles the Jews from Samaria 
and brings in people of five foreign nations to settle the cities of Samaria. 
 John 4:16-18 – Jesus said to her, “Go call your husband and come back.” The woman answered and 

said to him, “I do not have a husband.” Jesus answered her, “You are right in saying, ‘I do not have a 
husband.’ For you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What 
you have said is true.” 

2 Kings 17: 1 – 41 – Reign of Hoshea of Israel.  
…Hoshea…became king in Samaria over Israel for nine years. He did what was evil in the 
LORD’s sight, … Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, advanced against him, and Hoshea became his 
vassal and paid him tribute. But the king of Assyria found Hoshea guilty of conspiracy … and 
for failure to pay the annual tribute to the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria arrested and 
imprisoned him. Then the king of Assyria occupied the whole land and attacked Samaria, which 
he besieged for three years.  

X. THE END OF ISRAEL – Israelites Deported.  

In Hoshea’s ninth year, the king of Assyria took Samaria, deported the Israelites to Assyria, and 
settled them in Halah, and at the Habor, a river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. This 
came about because the Israelites sinned against the LORD, their God, who had brought them up 
from the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. They venerated other 
gods, they followed the rites of the nations whom the LORD had dispossessed before the 
Israelites and those that the kings of Israel had practiced. … They followed emptiness and 
became empty; they followed the surrounding nations whom the LORD had commanded them 
not to imitate. They abandoned all the commandments of the LORD, their God: they made for 
themselves two molten calves; they made an asherah; they bowed down to all the host of heaven; 
they served Baal. … They surrendered themselves to doing what was evil in the LORD’s sight, 
and provoked him. The LORD became enraged, and removed them from his presence. Only the 
tribe of Judah was left. When he tore Israel away from the house of David, they made Jeroboam, 
son of Nebat, king; but Jeroboam lured the Israelites away from the LORD, causing them to 
commit a great sin (two golden calves, non-Levite priests).  The Israelites imitated Jeroboam in 
all the sins he committed; they would not depart from them. Finally, the LORD removed Israel 
from his presence, just as he had declared through all his servants, the prophets. Thus Israel 
went into exile from their native soil to Assyria until this very day.  

Foreigners Deported to Israel.  

The king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, 
and Sepharvaim, and settled them in the cities of Samaria in place of the 
Israelites. … Thus each of these nations continued to make its own gods, setting them up in 
the shrines of the high places the Samarians had made: each nation in the cities in which they 
dwelt. … At the same time, they were venerating the LORD, appointing from their own number 



priests for the high places to officiate for them in the shrines on the high places. They were both 
venerating the LORD and serving their own gods. … Their children and children’s children are 
still acting like their ancestors, to this very day.   
John 4:16-18 – Jesus said to her, “Go call your husband and come back.” The woman answered 
and said to him, “I do not have a husband.” Jesus answered her, “You are right in saying, ‘I do 
not have a husband.’ For you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your 
husband. What you have said is true.” 
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